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COVER:  Desaray Saldana 
is part of the inaugural 9th 
grade class at Uplift Heights 
Healthcare Institute.

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Since 1996, Uplift Education has been at the forefront of 
transforming the educational landscape, setting new 
benchmarks for excellence in Texas public schools. 
Today, we proudly operate 45 schools across six cities, 
serving 23,000 scholars. Our focus remains steadfast: to 
provide an education system that empowers children to 
envision and achieve a bright future.

This past school year and the first half of 2024 have 
been filled with milestones that will propel our scholars 
toward their North Star goals. Notably, in 2023, Uplift, 
in collaboration with Baylor Scott & White Health, was 
awarded one of ten prestigious grants from Bloomberg 
Philanthropies. This grant is driving a transformation in 
how K-12 education and healthcare systems collaborate 
to create career pathways for our youth. Together, 
we have re-imagined Uplift Heights in West Dallas, 
transforming it into a cutting-edge Healthcare Institute.

The 2024 school year saw the inaugural 9th-grade class 
of 157 scholars embark on this exciting new journey. 
Alongside this innovative healthcare pathway, we 
continue to see significant academic gains across our K 
-12 programs as we rebound from the challenges posed 
by the pandemic. These achievements underscore our 
commitment to excellence.

Uplift Education is a catalyst for change, leading the 
charge not just in Texas but nationwide in college 
completion and salary outcomes. Our success is 
measured by more than academic achievements alone. 

We embrace a holistic approach, focusing on the well-
being of our scholars today and throughout their lives.

Our innovative programs have sparked systemic 
change across Texas and major urban public districts, 
including:

• Teacher Incentive Pay: Rewarding educators for 
their dedication and impact.

• Road to College and Career (RTCC): Guiding 
scholars towards successful futures.

• Social-Emotional Learning (SEL): Supporting the 
mental and emotional health of our scholars.

At Uplift Education, our work is driven by the belief 
in public education’s limitless potential. With a track 
record of proven impact since our founding, we invite 
you to join us in continuing to 
push the boundaries of what 
public education can achieve 
for our city, our state, and, 
most importantly, our children 
and families.

Sincerely,

Uplift Education CEO

AT A GLANCE

23K
scholars in 

Pre-K through 
12th Grade

45
primary, 

middle, and 
high schools in 
six DFW cities

4X
national 

average for 
earned college 

degrees

100%
of high schools 

offer the 
IB® Diploma 
Programme

$20K
higher average 

salaries for 
alums than ISD 

peers

80%
of scholars are 
economically 

disadvantaged

78%
will be the first 
in their family 

to attend 
college
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Catalyst for Change
UPLIFT INNOVATION GOES STATE WIDE
It is in Uplift Education’s DNA to push the envelope of what is possible for public education. Over the years, we haven’t 
conformed to the standard set by the Texas Education Agency but rather have striven to elevate the bar and prove 
what excellence could look like at a scaled public school system that crosses counties and cities and encompasses 
an entire region. As a result, many of our innovative programs have been mirrored and adopted across the state.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
Uplift recognized the need for scholars to have proactive and 
supportive mental health resources in our schools well before the 
state provided the funding. In 2018, Uplift added licensed mental 
health counselors to every school to meet the growing needs of our 
scholar population. Uplift even added a Chief Wellbeing Officer in 2019 
(ahead of the pandemic) to underscore the importance of mental 
health.

ROAD TO COLLEGE & CAREER
College acceptance has been central to Uplift Education’s mission 
since its inception. In 2007, Uplift created the Road to College 
program, which has since expanded to include a career office, 
ensuring scholars have strong entry into the workforce. Renamed in 
2020 as Road to College and Career, Uplift’s successful program is 
now being replicated as a best practice in other districts.

TEACHER INCENTIVE 
PAY

Uplift Education was an early 
adopter of performance pay for 
teachers. In 2010, Uplift launched 

a robust performance-based 
pay structure to ensure that 
high performing staff could 

grow exponentially on the salary 
schedule. In 2019, we saw the Texas 

Education Agency launch the 
Teacher Incentive Allotment (TIA) 
which rewards highly performing 

teachers across public school 
districts. Uplift continues to run its 

own internal performance pay 
system in addition to participating 

in the Texas TIA program.

244
total  
TIA  

designees

244
total  
TIA  

designees

$2.7
million earned 
collectively on 
top of salaries

106
new TIA 

designees this 
year

Ms. Niya Bosley, TIA designated teacher at Uplift Meridian.

1st Grade teacher, Ms. Kimberly Clark, is in her 17th 
year of teaching and 6th year with Uplift Education. As 
an exemplar TIA designated teacher, she is thankful for 
the program and the recognition it provides for her hard 
work and passion.

Ms. Clark credits her success in the classroom 
to tapping into her inner child to relate to 

her scholars. “I enjoy helping my scholars 
connect lessons to the real world and 
understand the ‘why’ behind what they 
are learning. Math lessons hit home 
when a scholar goes to the grocery 
store with mom and recognizes what 
they have learned in the classroom.”
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Shaping the 
Future
LEARN & EARN
In 2023, Uplift launched an incentive program to boost 
enrollment and attendance among 5th-12th grade scholars. 
The program rewards regular attendance, participation in 
school activities, academic 
achievement, and parent 
involvement. Through the Learn 
& Earn initiative, scholars can 
accumulate rewards each 
year, leading to a potential 
$3,100 check at graduation for 
post-secondary education. 

RE-IMAGINED HIGH SCHOOL PATHWAY SCHOOLS
To meet the need for in-demand jobs in DFW, Uplift has 

adopted a new approach to producing workforce-ready 
high school graduates. Breaking away from typical 

“pathway and certification” programs at public high 
schools, Uplift is building programs to better prepare 

scholars and place them in companies 
that need these specific skills. The first 

Uplift Pathway School, the Uplift Heights 
Healthcare Institute, housed in the Hamon 

Foundation building, in collaboration 
with Baylor Scott & White Health, will 

equip scholars with an academic 
program and certifications that align 
with current and future job openings 

in Texas’ largest healthcare system.

LEARN & EARN RESULTS YEAR ONE
95%

of seniors 
earned a 

check

$200K
paid out to 
the Class of 

2024

$1.2M
earned by 5th-11th 

graders toward their 
future scholarship



76

Class of 2024 Soaring HighBuilding Scholars & Athletes
TACKLE FOOTBALL TO COMPLEMENT ATHLETICS PROGRAMS
While our mission remains the same–to provide a top tier education to prepare each scholar to reach their highest 
potential–we are answering the call from our scholars and families to provide more opportunities for sports. We are 
thrilled to add tackle football to our schools in the Oak Cliff/Southern Dallas area for the 2025-26 school year. Our 
planned track and field facility at Uplift Hampton will be upgraded with expanded stands, locker and training facility, 
concession stand, and scoreboard to host home games, thanks to the generosity of our donors.

FORMER NFL STAR TO LEAD
Former Dallas Cowboy 
cornerback, Brandon Carr, 
has taken the helm as Senior 
Director of Athletics at Uplift. 
Mr. Carr will also serve as head 
coach for Uplift Hampton’s 
tackle football program and 
work to oversee and grow 
the program at other Uplift 
schools.

While known for having the most game starts in his NFL 
career for a non-quarterback position, Coach Carr has had 
an even bigger impact through his Carr Cares Foundation, 
which focuses on literacy, youth physical fitness, and free 
breast cancer screenings. Coach Carr is excited to join the 
Uplift family and build out scholar-athletes who excel in the 
classroom and on the field and are prepared to be leaders 
in college, life, and their community.

100% 
college 

acceptance 
for 1,000+ 
seniors

$120M
offered 

to reduce 
the cost of 

college

4,089
hours of 
potential 

college credit 
earned 

through IB®

This year’s seniors continued to break barriers and 
set records. More than 1,000 scholars graduated from 
our International Baccalaureate® (IB®) authorized high 
schools where 66% of our scholars earned college credit 
and 83 graduated with the prestigious IB® Diploma.

Four seniors were accepted to Ivy League universities, 
and one scholar was accepted to Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT). Seven seniors chose to 
serve our country in the military, while 84% matriculated 
to college in the fall.

Uplift continues to equip and guide our graduates into 
futures that will provide economic freedom.
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Our Supporters
With our donors’ generosity, Uplift can provide an education for the 23,000+ scholars enrolled for 2024-25. We extend a heartfelt thank you to 
the following donors for their generous 2023-24 gifts and lifetime donations over $25K to support Uplift’s mission.

A.L. Chilton Foundation
Marcia Aaron
Jim Abraham
Accenture Technology
Victoria and Richard Agnich
Robert Aisner
Mounima Akula
Kay Allen
Alpha Business Images
Rosana Alves
American Endowment 

Foundation
Amon G. Carter Foundation
Madison Anderson
Nagamurali Ankem
Anonymous
M. Cynthia Armour-Jackson
Heather Arnold
Atmos Energy Corp
AYCO Charitable Foundation
Grace Ayyala
Kim B.
Suguna and Venkatakumar Babu
Bain & Company Inc.
Baird Foundation Inc.
The Baldridge Foundation
Bank of America Philanthropic
Bannerman Foundation
Barbara Bass Moroney 

Foundation Inc.
The Barber Shop
Cristina Barbosa and Michael 

Young
Delina Barbosa

Roslyn Barker and Juanyta 
Bradley

Matthew Barron
Alexandra Barton
Cheryl and Robert Bass
Sherry Batts
Baylor Scott & White
Amy Bean
Pamela and John Beckert
Bellevue Foundation
Belmont Foundation
Ana Belmonte
Patrice Belotte
Ben E. Keith
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund
Azucena Benitez
Brittney Bennett
Dmetria Benson
Michielle and Darryl Benson
Jim Berry
Justin and Amy Betzen
Sheila Beuerlein
Alex Bevington
Yasmin and Vik Bhatia
Deborah and Bryan Bigham
The Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation
Bird Family Foundation
Michelle Black
Luke Blackburn
Elizabeth Blalock
Daniel and Laura Boeckman
Bonnen Foundation

The Boone Family Foundation
Yannis Bosier
Elizabeth Boulware
Dianna and Tom Bowen
Steven Bradford
Kevin Bradley
Lauren and Eric Bricker
Azucena Briones
The Broad Center
Keri Brookshire
Alice and Michael Brown
Michael Brown
Deni and Kevin Bryant
Buck Financial Advisors LLC
John Buck
Alex Bucquet
Lisa Burkhalter
Jeanna Bush
Butler-Cohen Design+Build
Bob and Sally Bybee
Cassandra and Bruce Byerly
Antonio Caesar
Stuart Campbell
Keith Cantrelle
Capital For Kids
Capital One Bank
Rachel Capps
Megan Carfa
Carmel Martin & Robert Welp 

Family Fund
Donna and Carey Carter
Tatum Catalani-Henderson
Mariela Cawthon

Celanese Foundation Grant 
Program

Edward Cervantes
CFP Foundation
Prasanth Chagarlamudi
Charles and Lynn Schusterman 

Family Philanthropies
Charles Schwab Bank
Charles Schwab Foundation
Charter School Growth Fund, Inc.
Julie Zhu and Simon Chen
Citi Foundation
City of Coppell
City Year
Lili Clark
Nita and Cullum Clark
Max Cohen
Lawrence Collins
Collins-Fisher Foundation
Commit!
Communities Foundation of 

Texas
The Community Impact
Community Philanthropic 

Ventures
George and Leslie Conant
Megan and Michael Considine
Berenice Contreras
Pedro Correa
Christopher M. Cousins
Adam and Kate Cox
Becky Craig
Creed UnCo, LLC
Cathleen Crews

Shirley and Stuart Crow
Cummins
Kimberly Dade
The Dallas Foundation
Dallas Regional Chamber
Dallas Social Venture Partners
Jill and Michael Dardick
Dawn and Derek Davidson
Pilar and Lew Davies
Maureen and Robert Decherd
Lillian and Tony Dona
James Donahoe
Wesley Donhauser
Tiger Douangdara
The Dowd Foundation Inc
Dr. Bob and Jean Smith 

Foundation
The Dreambuilders Foundation
David Drinkwater
Dallas and Jessica Dugger
Jyothi Dumpa
Ian Edmonds
Educate Texas
Remelle Edwards
Eric Egleston and Alejandra 

Barbosa
Betsy and Richard Eiseman
Jerome Elenez
J. Ralph Ellis
Laurie Elmore
Julie England
Catherine and Robert Estrada
Sheila and Scott Ewing
Harrison Fagg

Fidelity Charitable Dak Prescott 
Charitable Fund

Fidelity Foundation
Gloria Figueroa
FIRST in Texas Foundation
Aamie Fish McDermott
Ossa and Anders Fisher
Five Star Subaru of Grapevine
Monika and Patrick Flood
Jenifer and Peter Flynn
Demarko Fontenot
Shaquela Ford
Forester Financial
Fort Worth Education 

Partnership
Fortress Investment Group, LLC
Foundation for Inspiration and 

Recognition of Science
Susan and Richard Frapart
Christine and James Frary
Dexter Freeman II
The Fritz and Mary Lee Duda 

Family Foundation
Genise and Ardo Fuentes
Jeffrey Fuller
Satya Gade
Megan Galbreath
Kartik Gandhi
Susan and Woodrow Gandy
Ricky Garcia
Holland and Leila Gary
Michelle Garza
Andrew Gavelek
The George and Fay Young 

Foundation

George W. Bush Foundation
Derek Gerow
Jane and Mark Gibson
David Giddens
Michael Giles
Amanda Ginsberg and Madhu 

Rajendran
Don and Carol Glendenning
Goff Family Foundation
Chad and Courtney Goldberg
Goldman Sachs
Jose Gonzalez
Olga Gonzalez
Greater Texas Foundation
Greystar
Julie and Jimmy Grisham
GritOut
Carla and Jay Grob
Raghurami Guntaka
Muniasamy Gurusamy
Adil Habib
The Hal and Diane Brierley 

Foundation
Amy Hall
John Hallam
Hamon Charitable Foundation
Francis Hanson
The Harold Simmons Foundation
Hazel and Dennis Harris
Harry S. Moss Foundation
Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation
Laura Hartman
Hattie Mae Lesley Foundation
Rose Hawkins

Hawn Foundation
Beckie Hayes
Brenda and Peter Hayes
Aron Head
Healthy Futures of Texas
Tricia Heaney
Erin Hearn
Latoya Hearne
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Helfrich
Hemera Foundation
Pilar and John Henry
Juan Hernandez
Susan Hernandez
Hersh Foundation
Highland Capital Management
David Higuchi
Hillcrest Foundation
Joshua Hinkel
Kristina and Daniel Hippman
HKS Architects
HMH Lifestyles, LP
Dorothy Hoak
Hoblitzelle Foundation
Ann and Lee Hobson
The Hoglund Foundation
B.J. and Robert Holdar
Hope College
Sherel Horsley
Eric House
Hanna Howard
Jennifer Huen-Chan
Maja Indahwati
International Paper
Rusty and John Jaggers

Jamika Jamika
Kathryn M. Jenevein
JLL Americans
Joeris General Contractors, LLC
Cameron and Tiffany Johnson
Joshua Johnson
Steven Johnson
Jones Day
Norman Jones
Elizabeth Joseph
Simone Joyce
JP Morgan Charitable Giving 

Fund
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Randy and Jane Jurgensmeyer
Emily Kan
Dasaradha Kanaparthi
Sam Kang
Kappa Epsilon Psi Military 

Sorority Inc
Ferrell and Allen Keel
Katy Keprta
Paul Kerpoe
Mir Khan
Hanna Kim and Joe Park
Ian and Tess Kinsler
Kirkland & Ellis
Kleinheinz Family Foundation 

for the Arts and Education
William Knight
Suneeta Kommaraju
Ramesh Konakanchi
Sanjay Kuditini
Pankaj and Mahima Kumar
Makenzy Kunkel
Meredith Kuser
Sreevani Kyatham
James Lamont
Greg and Melanie Lane
Shandra Lanell
David Lawrence
Natasha Lefear
Jim Lefler
Liberty Tax

Laxma Likki
Lincoln Property Company
The Litman Foundation
Charles Livingston
Katy Lonergan
Nakesha Lopez
Sarah Losinger Esq.
Lowe’s Charitable & Educational 

Foundation
Lili and Matt Luth
Lyda Hill Philanthropies
Abigail Lynch
Peter Lynch
Evonne M.
The M.R. and Evelyn Hudson 

Foundation
Mollie and Ian MacGregor
Erin Madison
Anna Malakoff
Mika Manaster
Ashok Manda
Srinivas Manda
Catherine and George Manning
Louise and Charles Marsh
Ashley Marshall
Denise and Dustin Marshall
Amanda and Lucas Martin
Vikki Martin
Alyssa Martinez
Christi Martinez
Laura Martinez
Rachel Martinson
Mary Ring Fund
Matejek Family Foundation
David Matthews
Nathan Mawhirter
Morgan Maxwell
Holly and Tom Mayer
Princess McCoo
Andre McEwing
Elena McFann
Elizabeth McFarlin
Kent and Emily McGaughy
McGriff Insurance Services

Barry and Melissa McNeil
Anne and John McPherson
The Meadows Foundation
Subhashri Mehta
Nancy Melero
Marlo Melucci
Dr. Lael & Randolph Melville
Shantal Melville
Merit Street Media
Michael and Susan Dell 

Foundation
Michael Young Family 

Foundation
The Mike & Mary Terry Family 

Foundation
The Miles Foundation
Ellen and Steve Miller
Laura Mitchell
Eduardo Monge
Michaela Monson
Carol Montgomery
Kaysie and Harold Montgomery
Reagan and Taylor Montgomery
Robin N. Montoya
Yanela Montoya and Benjamin 

Hamid-Khani
Moody Foundation
The Morris Foundation
Jennifer and John Mosle
Anna and Ryan Moss
Motorola Foundation
MSKV Family Charitable 

Foundation
Multiplier
Robert F. Murchison
Trenton Murphey
Stacy and Ken Murphy
Cecilia Rios Murrieta
Huma Muzaffar
Ajitha Nainakanti
Ramesh Nallapati
Salahuddin Nashid
National Association of Charter 

School Authorizers
Nancy Navarro

Erin Nealy Cox
Network for Good
Phuong Nguyen
Quron Nguyen
Brandy Nolan
North Texas Alliance to Reduce 

Unintended Pregnancy
NorthPark Center
NPower Texas
Alice and Erle Nye
William Oates
Feyi and Johnson Obamehinti
O’Donnell Foundation
Olympus Corporation of the 

Americas
Angela Owens
Sridevi and Narasimha 

Pabbisetty
Sungsic Pae
Mollie Parker MacGregor
Parthasarathy Raghunathan 

and Sharmistha Dubey 
Family Foundation

Ankur Patel
Paul E. Andrews, Jr. Foundation
Dee Ann and Marshall Payne
The Perlmeter Family 

Foundation
Rosemary and Michael 

Perlmeter
The Perot Foundation
The Perot Museum of Nature 

and Science
Robert Perry
Drew Petersen
Joseph Phipps
Luisa Handem Piette
Pizza Hut
George Platt
Chris and Joe Popolo
Posey Family Foundation
Project Lead The Way
Project Management Services, 

Inc.
Charmaine Pruitt

Maurice Purnell
Atchuta R.
Sudha R.
R4 Foundation
The Rainwater Charitable 

Foundation
Almira Rajwani
Ramya Ramkumar
Nihar Ranganathan
Catherine Rank
Shailaja Rao
Amanda and Todd Rapp
Courtney Rath
Rees-Jones Foundation
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, 

Inc.
Regions Bank
Zachariah Remland
Richard & Enika Schulze 

Foundation
Earle Rickoff
Jane and Kirk Rimer
Chelsea Rink
Luis and Naila Rivera
Carolyn Roberson
The Robert D. and Patricia E. 

Kern Family Foundation, 
Inc.

Robert W. Baird & Co.
Tavaras Robinson
Michael Rogers
Nathan Rogg
Owen Ross
The Roy Gene and Pamela 

Evans Foundation
Andrea Ruiz
Francis Ryburn
Damon Ryzner
Carmen Saldana
Sam’s Club
Samyuktha Samyuktha
Sanchez Family Foundation
Giovanny and Jocelyn Sanchez
Ingrid Sanchez
Leigh and Victor Sansone

Robert Sappington
Ashley Sarrett- Henderson
Evelyn Savage
Schwab Charitable Fund
Andrea Scott
Jennifer and Andrew Scripps
Karen Sculley
Jeri Lyn Sebert
Sam and Diana Self
Sanjeetha Devi Selvanathan
Urmesh Shah
Share Our Strength
Manu Shaw
Shea Family Foundation
Bre Sherrill
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
Daisy Silva
Simmons Sisters Fund
Shashank Singh
Julie Skaggs
Randall Skattum and Katy 

Zarolia Skattum
Caleb Slavin
John Small, III
Brenda and Steven Smart
Stacey Smith-Andrade
Southern Education Foundation
Adrian Sovik
Clyde Sparrow
Bharadwaja Srinivasan
Karla and Michael Stack
Britta Erin Stanton
James M. Stanton
Leslie Star
Stemmons Foundation
Michael Stengle
Ann Stevenson
Helen and Frank Stevenson
Louise Stokes
Stephanie Sturdivant
Summit Financial Group, Inc.
Mackenzie Sundin
Tracy Syler-Jones
Zsolt Szeglet

Charmaine Tang
Connie Stamets and Brice 

Tarzwell
Ed Tauriac
Allison Taylor
William Taylor
Tegrity
Pamela Ten Eyck
Emma Terrell
Josh and Jennifer Terry
Texas Exchange Bank
Texas Instruments Foundation
Texas Mutual
Texas Women’s Foundation
TG Public Benefit Program
Menka Thakur
Manimozhi Thevar
Richard Thomas
Michelle and Stewart Thomas
Thompson & Horton LLP
Gregory Thompson
Renu Tiwari
TL Design
T-Mobile
Toyota USA Foundation
TREC Community Investors
Trinity Christia Trade
U.S. Department of Education
UKOGF Foundation
United Clothing Donation 

Services, Inc
United Way of Greater Atlanta
United Way of Metropolitan 

Dallas
UPS
US Charitable Gift Trust
UT Southwestern Medical 

Center at Dallas
Vanberg Family Foundation
Jeongran Vanderwoude
Christine VanDeVelde and Don 

Luskin
Lorena Ventura
Michael Venturi

Varun Verma
Nikitha Vicas
Andrea Villanueva
Vin and Caren Prothro 

Foundation
Vizient Corp
W.W. Caruth, Jr. Fund at 

Communities Foundation 
of Texas

Lisa and Burch Waldron
Lisa and William Walker
Michelle Walker
Patrick and Karen Walker
Harianne and David Wallenstein
Vickie Walls
Walton Family Foundation
Brandi Wamsley
The Ward Family Foundation
Jessica and Jonathan Weidman
Wellpoint
Wells Fargo Foundation
Vlada Wendel
TerriSue and Jack Wensinger
Stephanie Wheeler
Whirlpool Foundation
Leland and Monica White
Lori and Charles Whitten
Phillip and Donell Wiggins
Kern and Margaret Wildenthal
Jolita Wilhelmson
The Williams Family Foundation
Alan Williams
Tiffany Williams-Payne
Kirstie Wilson
Jennifer Wittmann
James Womack
Li Yin
Ingrid and Scott Young
Jorge Zamudio Bermejo
Bomi Zarolia
Mobina Zendeh Del
Nardos Zewde and Yohannes 

Mitkie
Neetha and Peter Zwick

Special thanks to the Hamon Charitable Foundation for seeding Uplift innovation around career pathways which led to an additional 
generous grant from Bloomberg Philanthropies to launch healthcare pathways in two Uplift high schools.
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Board & Financials
We thank our Board of Directors who are helping guide the strategic direction of our network.

Lael Melville 
Board Chair
CEO, Melville Family Foundation

John McPherson 
Board Vice Chair 
President, Opportunity 2040 Fund

Marcia Aaron
Partner, Charter School Growth Fund

Delina Barbosa
Parent Board Member

John Beckert
Operating Partner, Highlander Partners, LP

Michielle Benson
Executive Director, The Arts for Minority Youth

Melonee Berry
Parent Board Member

Justin Betzen
Managing Director, Goldman Sachs

Tony Caesar
SVP IT & CIO, Cradlepoint

Simon Chen
Controller, Varsity Brands

Cullum Clark
Director of the Bush Institute, Economic Policy 
Initiative

Berenice Contreras
Parent Board Member

Adam Cox
Partner, Bain & Company

Pilar Davies
Community Volunteer

Tony Dona
Executive Director, Greystar-Thackeray

Scott Ewing
Chief Legal Officer, Trinity Industries

Ricky Garcia
Community Advocate

Mandy Ginsberg
Operating Partner, Advent International

Rose Hawkins
Parent Board Member

Rusty Jaggers
Community Volunteer

Cameron Johnson
CEO, Nickson

Sam Kang
President, Schwab Charitable

Hanna Kim
Vice President FP&A, McKesson Corporation

Laura Martinez
Enterprise Growth & Development Manager, 
Toyota Corporation

Melissa McNeil
Former Board Chair

Harold Montgomery
Managing Partner, T9 Fund, LP

Yanela Montoya
Director of Education, Southern Dallas 
Thrives, United Way Dallas

Todd Rapp
CEO, Fortress Multi-Manager Group

Gio Sanchez
Account Executive, Perry Weather

James Stanton
Partner, Stanton LLP

Tracy Syler-Jones
Community Volunteer

Ed Tauriac
Senior Strategic Advisor, FTI Consulting

Christine VanDeVelde
Author, Journalist, and Speaker

Pete Zwick
Partner, Jones Day

Financials
As in years past, Uplift maintains its investment-grade rating and continues to grow and 
fund innovation through private philanthropic support. Additionally, Uplift advocates to 
find ways to bridge the funding gap through state policies. 
Note: the 2024 school year financials include the property sale for development of the new Uplift 
Luna school in the ‘Other Local Activity’ revenue. 

Expenses

 53% School Salaries & Benefits

 25% CMO Staff & Operating Expenses

 10% Other School Operating Expenses

 6% Interest  on Debts & Bonds

 5% Depreciation & Amortization

$315
Million

Revenue

 75% State Foundation School Funding

 11% Federal Funding

 5% Other Local Activity

 4% National School Lunch & 
Breakfast Program

 3% Donations & Local Support

 2% State Revenue (Other)

$333
Million
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Impact-Focused Philanthropy
At Uplift Education, we are committed to setting a high standard for public education. We continuously enhance 
our programs and proactively respond to emerging needs and trends to ensure our scholars are well-prepared 
for successful careers. The results speak for themselves: Uplift graduates enter the workforce earning an average 
of $64,300, $20,000 more than graduates from local ISDs and the Dallas County average. These gains in economic 
mobility are just the beginning for our scholars and schools.

As we continue to innovate and evolve to meet the needs of our 
community, we rely on the support of individuals, corporations, 
and our philanthropic partners to sustain this transformative work. 
Join us in making a lasting impact—one that will resonate through 
generations of scholars, our community, and educational systems 
beyond.

FUND A FUTURE! 
Uplift’s programs go beyond the per 
pupil funding the state provides our 
schools. Uplift invests an additional 
$600 per scholar annually to ensure 
they are prepared to succeed and 
gain economic mobility. Please 
consider a gift today!

Visit uplifteducation.org/support

Dallas County Avg.Uplift

Uplift Education Dallas County & 
Dallas ISD Average

$64.3K

$44.7K

Classes 2010-2014 with Associates degree or higher

$20K+
DIFFERENCE

$501

$268

Dollars spent per student on college and career 
advising and support.



OUR MISSION
Uplift’s mission is to create and sustain public schools of excellence that 

empower scholars to reach their highest potential in college and the 
global marketplace and that inspire in scholars a life-long love of learning, 

achievement, and service in order to positively change their world.

3000 Pegasus Park Dr., Ste. 1100  |  Dallas, TX 75247  |  www.uplifteducation.org


